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Gardeners  are  harvesting  many  top  quality  vegetables  these  daysc  Tomatoes... 
without  a  "blemish,   firm,   round,  good  to  taste.     Beans.  ..full  podded,  velvety-green, 
tender.     Sweet  corn. .. succulent  and  flavorful.    Yes... this  top  quality  is  the 
gardener's  goal. 

But  to  get  the  "best  quality,  you  have  to  start  with  good  seed.     That's  why 
the  horticulturists  of  the  United  States  Department  vf  Agri  cud  ture  cay  it's  false 
economy  for  gardeners  to  save  seed  of  many  vegetables  from  th:'  s  year's  garden  to 
plant  next  year. 

Producing  high  grade  vegetable  seed  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  jobs  in  the 
agricultural  field.     Experts  at  it  work  under  controlled  conditions.     They  guard 
against  plant  disease,,     They  get  a  high  percent  of  germination.     They  take  care 
to  avoid  cross  pollination  between  different  varieties. 

A  home  gardener  is  not  prepared  to  do  thisc     Consequently,   she  can't  know 
exactly  what's  going  to  come  up  from  many  kinds  of  t-eee  wl-en  she-;  plants  home-pro- 
duced seed... if  anything  does  come  up.     Seed  can  look  good  and  still  carry  disease 
or  not  germinate  or  turn  out  to  be  something  less  than  what  you'd  expect. 

The  experienced  gardeners  warn  us  particularly  against  putting  aside  any 
hybrid  sweet  corn  to  plant  next  year,  The  puppies  from  a  mongrel  litter  have 
nothing. .  .when  it  comes  to  variety„ .  .  on  the  assortment  of  corn  plants  that  come 

from  such  seed.  r-.-r^r.---.  .> 
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Another  thing.    Anybody  letting  certain  plants  like  carrots,  beets,  cabbage, 
kale,  onions  and  turnips  stay  in  her  garden. . .hoping  to  get  seed  for  next  year 
is  in  for  a  disappointment.    These  plants  are  bienniel.    That  is... they  take  two 
seasons  to  bare  seed.     So  the  plants  started  this  year  won't  go  to  seed  until 
next  season.    And  that's  a  bit  late  for  the  1946  garden. 

The  wise  Victory  gardener  won't  bother  to  save  seed  of  most  crops.    Of  course, 
there's  always  an  exception.     Tomatoes  and  a  few  other  crops  come  under  that 
heading.    But  even  with  these,  which  are  fairly  safe,  a  gardener  will  want  to  get 
expert  advice  before  trying  to  save  them  at  home.    Most  likely,   she'd  better  con- 
centrate on  the  other  gardening  problems  and  leave  selecting  seed  to  the  experts 
who  are  more  prepared  to  do  it. 
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